
Leading Delta experts agree that multiple stressors 

are at the heart of the Delta’s problems. Dr. Richard 

Norgaard, Delta Independent Science Board chair, 
summed it up this way, “We are not in a position 

now to say that these three stressors are causing 90 

percent of the problem, or it’s this one stressor that is 

causing 45 percent of the problem…  At the present 
state of the knowledge we just think there are a lot of 

interactive stressors.” Simply put, 

there is no silver bullet solution. 
 

Over the past century, a shift has 

occurred in the Delta, much due to 
the direct and indirect 

consequences of rapid population 

growth throughout the region and 

the rest of the state. As 
California’s population growth 

shows few signs of slowing in 

the future, we must take every 
feasible step to mitigate the 

effects of growth on the 

imperiled Delta. 
 

While the Coalition for a Sustainable Delta continues 

to support the Delta Stewardship Council and the 

Bay Delta Conservation Plan as they work to develop 
comprehensive plans to achieve water supply 

reliability and ecosystem restoration, some Delta 

stressors can and should be addressed immediately.  
 

Last year, the Coalition successfully forced action to 

mitigate the hazardous effects on native fish of once-

through cooling systems used by a pair of power 
plants in the Delta. Recently, the Coalition was also 

successful in efforts to require new, more stringent 

treatment standards for the Sacramento Regional 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, which is the largest 

discharger of wastewater into the Delta, discharges 

that contain large quantities of ammonia and other 

pollutants that impact water quality in the Delta.   

 
And, in March, the Coalition successfully reached a 

settlement in its lawsuit against the California 

Department of Fish and Game (DFG) related to 

DFG’s management of striped bass, an invasive 
species that is known to feed upon endangered 

salmonids and delta smelt in the 

Delta. Striped bass are voracious 
predators that were introduced to 

the Delta in the late 19th century 

for sportfishing. Although striped 
bass were able to coexist in the 

ecosystem for many years while 

the estuary was healthy, as the 

Delta has become more and more 
stressed, the effects of striped bass 

predation have intensified and 

been devastating to native fish 
populations, particularly 

migrating salmon. Adding to the 

problem is DFG’s long-standing 
policy of protecting this invasive predator at the 

expense of native species. The settlement, which 

incorporates the best scientific evidence available, is 

intended to bring about changes to DFG’s policies to 
address striped bass predation on endangered native 

species in the Delta.   

 
There are many more stressors that must be 

addressed in the Delta to reverse the decline of the 

ecosystem - from urban pesticide runoff to other 

invasive species. Through focused efforts to address 
specific stressors, the Coalition for a Sustainable 

Delta is continuing to work to protect and preserve a 

sustainable Delta ecosystem and improve water 
supply reliability.  
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For more information, visit our updated website at www.sustainabledelta.com 
and follow @DeltaWatch on Twitter 

Simply put, there is no silver 

bullet solution. 
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