
There is potential for real progress to be made in the 

Delta as regulators crack down on the treatment of 

contaminants in sewage discharges from local 
treatment plants. With the latest operating permit 

granted to the Sacramento Regional County 

Sanitation District for its sewage treatment plant, 

every major discharger in the Delta must implement 
available technology to meet standards for ammonia 

and pathogen discharges, which will greatly benefit 

the entire Delta ecosystem. 
 

Unfortunately however, time delays and illegal 
discharges continue to result in the dumping of 

harmful contaminants directly into the ailing estuary.  

 
The operating permit for Sacramento provides a 

window of 10 years for the plant to come into 

compliance. Adding to the delay is the District’s 

appeal of the approved permit to the State Water 
Resources Control Board, a process that could 

further delay implementation of necessary 

technological upgrades to its plant. Meanwhile, the 
discharges continue to devastate the Delta food web. 

The consequence of a long delay could mean the 

decimation of native species, such as delta smelt. 

Along with Sacramento’s delays in addressing its 

harmful discharges, the Central Valley Regional 

Water Quality Control Board continues to find other 
communities in violation of their permits for sewage 

discharges into the Delta. Recently, the board handed 

out over $315,000 in discharge violations throughout 

its region, including two in the heart of the Delta.  
 

Stockton received a $63,000 fine for violating its 

effluent limit on ammonia discharges by thousands 
of pounds over the winter. The city claims to be 

taking the necessary steps to prevent future violations 

of the ammonia limit, but this damage is already 
done. 

 

Meanwhile, the Discovery Bay wastewater treatment 

plant was fined $15,000 for discharging wastewater 
containing high concentrations of coliform bacteria 

on several recent occasions. Coliform is a real threat 

to aquatic life and human health. 
 

Wastewater pollution in the Delta is a key 

contributor to ecosystem decline. Regional water 
regulators are taking steps to address this issue, but 

must use every enforcement tool at their disposal to 

avoid an ecological catastrophe.  Now is the time for 

communities to step up to the challenge and take the 
steps necessary to STOP POLLUTING! 
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For more information, visit our updated website at www.sustainabledelta.com 
and follow @DeltaWatch on Twitter 

Wastewater pollution in the Delta is a key 

contributor to ecosystem decline.  
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