
While government regulators have made progress in developing long term plans for the Delta, 

actions that actually address specific factors contributing to the Delta crisis have been lacking, 

according to the latest Delta Vision Report Card.  

 

The Delta Stewardship Council’s “Delta Plan “continues to focus on the future of the Delta, but 

avoids acting on a number of known stressors that can be addressed immediately. The Delta crisis 

is only getting worse and sooner or later someone needs to put rubber to the road to begin solving 

the actual problems that collectively plague the Delta.  

 

Following is a short list of specific actions that could be undertaken immediately to address 

important Delta stressors. Only then can the process of building a sustainable Delta, rather than just 

talking about it, actually begin. 
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Invasive species - Invasive species, such as black bass, 

dominate the Delta ecosystem and threaten native species 

at all trophic levels.  Require independent scientific review 

of the effects of black bass predation on listed species over 
the next 2 years, with a final report being used as a 

recommendation for changes to fishing regulations if 

appropriate. 

 

 

Water quality - Water quality degradation is pervasive in 

the Delta and ammonia discharges have led to a nutrient 

imbalance that is altering the foodweb in ways that are 

harmful to native fish.  Require the Central Valley 

Regional Water Quality Control Board to undertake a 

study to determine if expedited compliance with new 
Sacramento Regional Water Treatment Plant permit 

requirements is feasible, to more quickly address the 

nutrient imbalance. 

 

 

Diversions - In-Delta diversions collectively account for a 

substantial proportion of the water withdrawn from the 

Delta for consumptive use.  Require the Delta 

Watermaster or Department of Fish and Game to complete 
a review of existing information and issue a report in 6 

months with a time schedule for investigating and taking 

action on illegal and unscreened diversions, organized by 

island, over the next 5 years. 

 

Ocean harvest - Commercial ocean harvest of salmon not 

only threatens the unlisted fall-run Chinook salmon 

population, but also results in the catch of a significant 

proportion of the listed winter-run and spring-run Chinook 

populations.  Require the Department of Fish and Game to 

review its authorities vis-à-vis the National Marine 
Fisheries Service to assure that such harvest is only 

occurring to the extent it is consistent with the recovery of 

the depressed populations of both the unlisted and listed 

species.  
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