
This historically wet year has been very good to 

water users on all sides of the always heated 

debate surrounding the Delta. But that hasn’t 

stopped some of the most 

polarizing interest groups from 

continuing to fib about water 

usage and Delta water exports. 

In a year when urban, 

agricultural, fishing, and 

environmental interests are all 

receiving a plentiful water 

supply, some still feel the need 

to mislead. 

 

One recurring myth that should 

be cleared up has to do with the 

allocation of water between 

agricultural, urban, 

and environmental 

uses. The oft-

repeated talking 

point by special 

interests targeting 

water use by farmers has been that agriculture uses 

80 percent of California’s developed water. The 

word developed is never highlighted, but is a 

simple modifier that completely changes the 

meaning of the statement. What it actually means 

in this context is “developed for human use.” This 

leaves the water allocated for the environment 

completely out of the equation, which is very 

convenient if you want to make farmers out to be 

the bad guys who consume most of the state’s 

water supply. 

 

In truth, as Cal Watchdog’s Wayne Lusvardi 

explains in great detail, agriculture uses 

approximately 28 to 52 percent of the state’s 

surface water supplies, varying from wet years to 

dry years. Meanwhile, 35 to 64 percent of the 

water supply is dedicated to the environment and 

urban users receive 8 to 13 

percent. 

 

Special interests are also 

continuing to tout claims that 

south of Delta exports are set to 

reach record levels this year. But 

they fail to acknowledge record 

outflows due to the wet year. 

Over 85 percent of the water 

flowing into the Delta from 

December to August has been 

allowed to flow out to the ocean. 

The extent to which these high 

flows provide overall 

benefits for desirable 

species in the Delta is 

not well established or 

understood, but they do 

appear to benefit certain 

species, such as Sacramento splittail. 

 

All of estuary’s woes are far from solved by this 

one wet year. The need for additional water 

storage to take full advantage of wet years and 

prepare our state for future droughts still exists. 

And, the need to recharge our groundwater basins 

with excess water to make up for years of 

overdraft is ongoing. But, in a year where a lot of 

the immediate pressure on the system is relieved, 

we should be taking this opportunity to have a 

meaningful and honest discussion about water use 

within the state for all water users and the ongoing 

imperative to fix the Delta. 
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…in a year where a lot of the immediate pressure 

on the system is relieved, we should be taking this 

opportunity to have a meaningful and honest 

discussion... 
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