
Water management decisions have always played an important role in shaping California’s economy, 
environment and quality of life. Critical water policy decisions made in the next several years will impact 

the State’s future prosperity for multiple generations of Californians. 

 

The Legislature took some important steps in 2009 to lay a foundation for a comprehensive solution to the 
Delta crisis. Nothing is more important than the recognition and enactment of the “co-equal” goals of 

restoring the Delta and improving water supply reliability. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
The Governor and the Legislature got it right. Balance is one of the keys to achieving both environmental 

and economic sustainability. The Delta is too important environmentally to be written off in the name of 

economic development. Equally important, the critical water supply role the Delta plays for the State’s 
residents, farms and businesses also cannot be ignored. 

 

Striking an appropriate balance to achieve the co-equal goals will require a great deal of leadership from the 

incoming administration of Governor-elect Jerry Brown. Brown is no stranger to Delta issues and the 
politics of water in the State. Brown will need to continuously push stakeholders to work toward finding 

solutions that achieve the co-equal goals. Governor-elect Brown will also be in a unique position to ensure 

the Obama Administration and federal regulators remain committed to and recognize the importance of 
success in the Bay Delta Conservation Plan and Delta Stewardship Council efforts. 

 

Those stakeholders that favor their own parochial interests over a comprehensive Delta solution should not 

be allowed to undermine these efforts. While the process will clearly be difficult, it is by no means 
impossible. 

 

Frankly, Brown and State and federal policymakers have no choice but to succeed. Failure would result in 
devastating implications for the environment and the State’s economy. 
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For more information, visit our updated website at www.sustainabledelta.com  

'Coequal goals' means the two goals of providing a more reliable water supply for 

California and protecting, restoring, and enhancing the Delta ecosystem. The coequal 

goals shall be achieved in a manner that protects and enhances the unique cultural, 

recreational, natural resource, and agricultural values of the Delta as an evolving 

place. (CA Water Code §85054) 


