
by installing tertiary systems to 
clean sewage discharges to the 

Delta.  And, tertiary treatment is 

standard technology employed 
in wastewater treatment systems 

throughout the state.  The draft 

permit by the Central Valley 

Regional Water Quality Control 
Board has recommended major 

upgrades to the plant to bring 

Sacramento up to date with 
current water quality and public 

health standards, but the District 

is already showing signs of 
trying to drag its feet a little 

longer. For years the District 

argued that “dilution is the 

solution.” Now the reason for 
failing to make the necessary 

upgrades is that the cost is too 

high. 

   By ignoring this problem for 

the past 30 years, the 

Sacramento Regional County 

Sanitation District has done 

irreparable harm to the State’s 

most important estuary. 

Meanwhile, the cost to make the 

necessary upgrades has 

increased exponentially. The 

Delta will not get any healthier 

and the price tag won’t get any 

smaller by letting the District off 

the hook again. It is time for 

water quality regulators to put 

an end to Sacramento’s “flush it 

and forget it” Delta policy.  

   After decades of neglect, it is 
finally time for the Sacramento 

Regional County Sanitation 

District, which provides 
wastewater treatment services to 

most of Sacramento County, to 

upgrade its treatment plant and 

bring it into the 21st century. The 
plant currently discharges 

upwards of 181 million gallons of 

“treated” sewage into the heart of 
the Delta daily, using treatment 

technology that is nearly 30 years 

old. Multiple studies have 
found these discharges to 

contain contaminants that are 

harming the Delta estuary and 

its native fish species, 
particularly the large amount of 

ammonia in the “treated” 

wastewater. 
   Ammonia, a common 

byproduct of human urine and 

feces, is entering the Delta from 
one primary source: wastewater 

generated by the greater 

Sacramento region. Research 

suggests that increased ammonia 
discharges from the Sacramento 

wastewater plant have been 

suppressing the primary 
production of common food 

sources at the base of the Delta 

food web, having dramatic 

adverse effects on the delta smelt 
and other native fish species.  

Recently, the California 

Department of Fish and Game 
listed ammonia discharges as a 

top priority stressor on the Delta 

estuary. 
   As the Sacramento Regional 

County Sanitation District renews 

its permit to dump treated sewage 

into the Delta, 

regulators cannot afford to wait 

any longer to mandate the 

necessary and long overdue 
upgrades to its treatment plant. 

Water quality regulators have 

required other cities, such as 
Stockton and Modesto, to 

upgrade their treatment systems 
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For more information, visit our updated website at www.sustainabledelta.com  
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